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Subject No. 15.4: Facilitation 

Adoption of Amendment 25 to Annex 9 - Facilitation 

41. The Councii had for consideration: C-WPI14264, in which the Secretary GeneraI reported 
on cornrnents received on the proposai to amend Annex 9 - Facilitation circulated to States and relevant 
internationai organizations under cover of State letter EC 6/3-2015/05 dated 6 February 2015, and the 
Secretariat's corresponding recornrnendations, and presented resultant Amendrnent 25 for adoption by the. 
CounciI; and an orai report thereon by the Air Transport Cornmittee (ATC), which had considered the paper 
at its Second Meeting ofthe current session on 8 May 2015. The ATC had recornrnended that the Councii 
endorse the action presented in the executive summary ofthe paper and adopt Arnendrnent 25 which related 
to, inter alia, assistance to aircraft accident victirns and their families, cargo facilitation, the ICAO Public 
Key Directory (PKD), Machine Readable Travei Documents (MRTDs) for refugees and stateless persons 
and INTERPOL's Stolen and Lost Travei Documents (SLTD) database. 

42. The Representative of Spain underscored that Arnendment 25 contained an important new 
Recornrnended Practice 8.46 on assistance to aircraft accident victirns and their families to be inserted in 
Chapter 8 (Other facilitation provisions), Section I, of Annex 9. He recalled that work thereon had 
comrnenced in 2012, with the establishment by the Secretary GeneraI ofthe Assistance to Aircraft Accident 
Victims Policy Task Force (AVPTF) pursuant to the CounciI's decision (cf. C-WP/13829; 195/10). The 
A VPTF had subsequently developed a draft ICAO Policy on Assistance to Aircraft Accident Victirns and 
their Farnilies, which had been unanirnously approved by the Councii (cf. C-WP/13953; 198/6), published 
as ICAO Doc 9998, and presented to the 38th Session ofthe Assembly in Septernber/October 2013. At that 
Assernbly, Spain, in colIaboration with Argentina, Cape Verde, Finland, France, Italy, Mexico and Portugal 
had subrnitted A38-WP/301 (with Corrigendurn No.1), inviting the Assernbly to, inter alia: endorse, with 
appreciation, the ICAO Po/icy on Assistance to Aircraft Accident Victims and their Families (Doc 9998); 
adopt the related Assembly Resolution presented by the Councii in A38-WP/22; and invite. the Council to 
consider the feasibility of introducing a related provision in the appropriate Annex to the Chicago 
Convention while avoiding an adverse impact on the independence and efIectiveness of accident and 
incident investigations. Work on the Iatter action had culminated in the said proposed new Recomrnended 
Practice 8.46 to Annex 9, which stipulated that "Contracting States should establish legislation, regulations 
and/or policies in support of assistance to aircraft accident victims and their families.". The Note thereto 
drew attention to Doc 9998, as welI as to Doc 9973 (Manual on Assistance to Aircraft Accident Victims and 
their Fami/ies). 

43. Expressing pleasure that alI ofthe said work undertaken since 2012 had been crystallized 
in Annex 9, the Representative of Spain thanked not only alI of the States that had supported the initiative at 
the time of the Assembly but aiso the aircraft accident victims associations, of the various ICAO Member 
States that had cooperated in that work, especially those of Spain and Italy. 

44. In aiso welcoming proposed Recommended Practice 8.46 on assistancè to aircraft accident 
victirns and their families, the Representative ofItaly reiterated that it constituted a significant achievement 
that was based on the work carried out over many years by his State and other ICAO Member States as 
described by the Representative of Spain. Re noted that the work had been done in cooperation with, 
inter alia, Mr. Paolo Pettinaroli, the late President of the Italian Association of Victims of the 8 October 
200 l Linate Airport disaster, "8 Ottobre per non dimenticare", who had unfortunately passed away on 
Il Aprii 2015. 

45. Recalling that he had been in Spain with the Representative of Spain at the time of 
Mr. Pettinaroli' s death, the President of the Council requested that the Representative of Italy convey the 
Council's best regards and sympathy to his family. He underscored that a1l of the work done by 
Mr. Pettinaroli and his collaborators in Spain and other ICAO Member States was very much appreciated 
and had Ied to this important new Recomrnended Practice 8.46. 


